
Application form 
Heritage 

Entry of a place in the Queensland Heritage Register 
Use this form to apply to have a place considered for entry in the Queensland Heritage Register under the Queensland 
Heritage Act 1992.  

Before completing this application form: 

read the Application Guide: Entering a State Heritage Place in the Queensland Heritage Register
available at www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/
call 13 QGOV (13 74 68) and discuss this application with the Applications Coordinator, Heritage Branch

1. Applicant details

APPLICANT NAME/S 
Jayne Lister-Acton 

TITLE 
Ms

ORGANISATION NAME (if applicable) 
Burleigh To Springbrook Nature Corridor Group

2. Applicant consent

Ticking YES in the box below means you give consent to the department to publicly disclose your name with this 
application. At no time (whether you tick YES or NO) will your personal contact details be made public during 
processing and assessment of this application. The department removes contact details (i.e. address, email and 
telephone numbers) from all copies of the application except those provided to the Queensland Heritage Council.  

Applicant consents to personal information being released Yes  No

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE 
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PRINT APPLICANT’S NAME  
Jayne Lister-Acton

DATE SIGNED 
09/09/2024

HHQ/2022/5999 Version: 1.00 Last reviewed: 31 May 2022 ABN 46 640 294 485 

3. Place details   

NAME OF PLACE AND / OR FORMER NAME 
Burleigh Heads State School

STREET ADDRESS 
1750 Lower Gold Coast Hwy, Burleigh Heads Qld 4220

LOT/S ON PLAN/S
155, SP170640; 10, CP894819, adjacent road reserve 
(school access) 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA/S 
City of Gold Coast

GPS COORDINATES (IF KNOWN) 
-28.08675357,153.44786257 

4. Consultation with the owner of the place 

Do you own the place that is the subject of this application? Yes No

If you are not the owner of this place, have you consulted with the owner? Yes No

5. History of the place  

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 
See Attachment A

REFERENCE LIST 
See Attachments A & B

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment A – History of Burleigh Heads State School and references 
Attachment B – Historical Newspaper Articles reference list 

Attachment C – Inventory of Callitris Trees 

Attachment D – Callitris Trees (and Geodorum) at Burleigh Heads State School 

Attachment E – Heritage Research Request, Burleigh State School, City of Gold Coast 

Attachment F – Kombumerri Resource book 
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6. Description of the place 

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION 
Description - Burleigh Heads State School 

Burleigh Heads State School occupies a level 15.78 acre site in the centre of Burleigh Heads, a residential, 
commercial and tourism suburb of the City of the Gold Coast. Surrounded by residences on three sides, the 
main entrance is from the Lower Gold Coast Highway (east) and it is bound by Acanthus Avenue to the west 
(western entrance), Diana Avenue to the north, Burleigh Street to the south and West Burleigh Road to the 
south-west.   

The school features a complex of teaching and administration buildings buildings that are primarily placed at 
the southern end of the property with the earliest sectional school buildings located in the southeast corner of 
the site and the later added junior school buildings to the southwest.  Sporting fields and a tennis court 
(originally opened 1936, rebuilt 1977) dominate the northern half of the property.   

Mature coastal cypress trees (callitris columellaris) provide fine examples of shade trees typically featured in 
Queensland school grounds. They are positioned amongst the original buildings, along the southern 
boundary, northern boundary and eastern perimeter. Most of these trees pre-date construction of the school 
and others were planted at the completion of the 1935 school building and through various planting activities 
over the years. A representative stand of pine trees (pinus elliotti), planted by students on successive Arbor 
Days from 1958, remain at the location of the original forestry plot near the southern boundary of the school.  

The site is characteristic of pre and post war school designs, with north-facing, long narrow buildings, linked 
by covered walkways and surrounded by courtyards, with copious shade trees, and assembly spaces. The 
placement of the building and progressive utilisation of the site, contribute to the overall significance of site 
planning amongst the callitris trees.  

The layout of the classroom blocks, the covered links between them and associated open spaces, 
demonstrate the principal characteristics of 1950s state school, which provided for ordered growth from the 
original pre-WWII school building. 

The school retains four of the five two-storey predominantly timber buildings built in the style of pre-war and 
post war educational facilities (A Wing 1935, 1948), B Wing (1956, 1957), D Wing (1969, 1970) and E Wing 
(1973, 1974) and an historic one-teacher school, moved to the site in 1951 (to the present B Wing location) 
and relocated to its present site in 1955 to allow B Wing to be built.  It became the school library in 1958 and 
has continued to be used by the P&C as a parents room. The school buildings are connected by covered 
walkways and surrounded by landscaped gardens with copious shade trees.  C Wing (1959) was destroyed by 
fire in 1982, and a brick building rebuilt on the same site in 1984. An Activities Building was opened in 
September 1973, after much lobbying, fund raising and planning. A bronze school badge (plaque), donated by 
the Nielsen Bros, Brisbane is still situated on the front wall entrance, used for many brass rubbings by pupils 
over the years.  

The original School Building (A Wing, 1935, 1948) is largely intact and is significant as an example of a 
building type developed by the Department of Public Works for the Department of Public Instruction. It 
demonstrates the principal characteristics of a building of its type by its form and use of materials, reflecting 
the ways in which architects of the Works Department addressed problems of light and ventilation in response 
to climatic conditions. 

B, D and E Wings (1956-1974) are good, largely intact examples of highset timber teaching buildings, 
complementing the original building and contributing to the concept of long, narrow buildings arranged in a 
staggered, parallel formation, linked by covered walkways around open-ended courtyard assembly and play 
spaces. 
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Rock walls lining the driveway, adjacent to A Wing, are remnants of work completed by the Queensland 
Government’s building and relief work programmes during the 1930s, which stimulated the economy and 
provided work for men unemployed as a result of the Great Depression. 

The southwestern portion of the property features the junior school buildings, including the pre-school (1974) 
and what was the Burleigh Heads Infant State School buildings (1978).  The Activities Building, opened in 
September 1973 after much lobbying, fund raising and planning, is located adjacent to B Wing. A bronze 
school badge (plaque), donated by the Nielsen Bros, Brisbane is still situated on the front wall entrance, used 
for many brass rubbings by pupils over the years. The newest buildings, the Library and Administration 
building and school hall (2011) feature near the entrance at the centre of the eastern perimeter.   The brick 
wall of D Wing, at the entrance, features a large mural of the school emblem and motto “Work With Honour”, 
welcoming people to the school. The long-established school and its densely foliaged (cypress) pine trees are 
conspicuous in the modern, high rise setting of Burleigh Heads and represent a rare example of pre and post 
war architecture in the southern Gold Coast. 

Wings B, C and D are clustered around a landscaped courtyard featuring a seating area surrounded by 
established callitris trees (complete with native beehives).  The front of D Wing faces the Administration 
building, Library and entrance and features the oldest of the callitris trees, estimated to be more than 500 
years old. 

Although modified to respond to emerging needs and buildings added over time, the school remains an intact, 
representative example of public schools in sub-tropical south east Queensland. 

The features of state-level cultural heritage significance within the school complex are: 

A Wing – Built 1935, extended 1948, 1968 
B Wing – Built 1956, 1957 
D Wing –Built 1969, 1970 
E Wing – Built 1973, 1974 
Historic one-teacher school building, moved to the site in 1951 and relocated to its present site in 
1955 (and became the library in 1958) 
Activities Building (constructed 1973) featuring bronze school badge (plaque) 
1950s site planning, including covered walkways and courtyards and a landscaped courtyard 
(between B, C & D Wings) featuring a seating area surrounded by Callitris trees.  
landscape features – including long established mature densely foliaged coastal cypress pine trees 
(callitris columellaris) pre-dating the school. 
The oldest of the Callitris trees estimated to be more than 500 years old in front of D block. 
Rockery/rock wall (1935) constructed by men through depression relief work 
Remnants of the original Forestry Plot (1958-1966), stand of pine trees (pinus elliotti) 

Features of state-level cultural heritage significance include for A,B,D & E Wings
Existing location and orientation
Long high set, rectangular, timber-framed teaching buildings with gable roofs. on tall concrete piers, 
including extended additional wings in keeping with architectural design elements up to 1971.
Teaching and administration spaces located on the first floor with sheltered space to the understorey
Verandah finishes flat sheet lined ceilings with cover strips: timber flooring
Single-skin verandah wall construction (externally exposed framing)
All interior spaces are accessed via verandahs
Timber weatherboard exterior wall cladding
Original timber joinery: casement windows
Understorey concrete flooring

Features not of state-level cultural heritage significance
New metal external staircases to upper floors
Understorey metal bench seating
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Non-original internal fittings (e.g. partitions and associated doors)
C Wing (1959)  rebuilt after being destroyed by fire in 1982
Post 1974 buildings (infant and junior school)
Replaced walkway materials (metal posts and roofing)
Air conditioning units

A Wing (Opened 1935, extended 1948, 1968)
A Wing sits in its original position, in the complex of school buildings. It is an intact, north-facing, long high set, 
rectangular timber-framed teaching building on tall concrete piers with gable roof.  In the early years, two 
extensions were added, in the style and fabric of the original building, to respond to growing student numbers.  
The Teaching and administration spaces are located on the first floor with sheltered space to the understorey. 
All interior spaces are accessed via verandahs. The building retains its original timber weatherboard exterior 
wall cladding and much of its original timber joinery and casement windows.  

B Wing (built 1956, 1957)
B Wing is a north-facing, long, highset, timber-framed teaching building with gable roof, built in similar style to 
the original 1935 A block.  It is rectangular in plan, highset on tall concrete piers. Teaching and administration 
spaces are located on the first floor with sheltered space to the understorey. All interior spaces are accessed 
via verandahs and the building retains its timber weatherboard exterior wall cladding, much of its original 
timber joinery and casement windows.

D Wing (built 1969, 1970)
D Wing, although built some 35 years after the original building, was built in a similar style as a north-facing, 
long highset, timber building with gable roof, supported by brick walls at either end. One brick wall features the 
school motto at the entrance to the school site.  Teaching and administration spaces are predominantly 
located on the first floor, all accessed via verandahs. There is sheltered space to the understorey, which also 
includes a classroom. It is an intact building, retaining its original wall cladding, timber joinery and windows.

E Wing (built 1973, 1974)
The last of the original buildings, E Wing is an intact, rectangular, long, north-facing, two-storey timber-framed 
teaching building with gable roof.  Teaching and administration spaces are located on both floors, with no 
verandah.  It features large banks on windows to allow ventilation and light for students. 

Historic one teacher schoolhouse (moved to the site in 1951, relocated to present site 1955)
Small, lowset, timber-framed, gable roofed one room schoolhouse with open single-skin verandah, externally 
exposed framing, timber framed casement windows and sloping corrugated  iron roof, stumped on short 
concrete pillars and capped with metal termite barriers.

Activities Building
White Besser block building originally built as school hall.  Open plan, featuring a bronze school badge 
(plaque) donated by the Nielsen Bros, Brisbane at the building entrance and used for many brass rubbings by 
students.  

Rockery/rock wall
Rock walls lining the driveway, adjacent to A Wing - remnants of work completed by the Queensland 
Government’s building and relief work programmes during the Great Depression (1930s). 

Callitris trees
70 mature, catalogued Coastal Cypress (Callitris columellaris) trees, that pre-date establishment of the school, 
some estimated to be between 500 and 1000 years old. 

Forestry Plot
Stand of pine trees (pinus elliottii), remnant of the original forestry plot established 1958-1966.
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7. Statement of cultural heritage significance  

Decide which criteria are relevant to your application and complete a response for each in the boxes below. 
Write ‘not applicable’ against the criteria that are not relevant to your application. 

CRITERION A 
the place is important in 
demonstrating the 
evolution or pattern of 
Queensland’s history 

Burleigh Heads State School, established in 1917 and relocated to its current site in 
1935, is important in demonstrating the evolution of state education and its associated 
architecture in Queensland. The place retains intact, representative examples of 
standard pre and post WWII government designed school buildings that were 
architectural responses to prevailing government educational philosophies; set in 
landscaped grounds with extensive shade trees, assembly and play areas, covered 
walkways and sporting facilities. The wide verandah, highset, predominantly timber 
buildings are conspicuous in the modern, high rise setting of Burleigh Heads and 
represent a rare example of pre and post war architecture in the southern Gold Coast. 

The place provides evidence of the growth of Burleigh Heads and the surrounding area 
during the last 19th and early 20th century due to the, then-named, South Coast 
becoming more accessible, enabling tourism and residential development to flourish.  

Progressively built from 1934 through to 1974, the symmetrical, highset form with play 
space beneath, gable roofs, continuous northern verandahs and large banks of south-
facing windows of the buildings, provide adequate lighting and ventilation and recognise 
both educational and climatic needs.  

The large suburban site, with mature trees, rock walls, courtyards and sporting facilities 
demonstrates education philosophies which promoted the importance of play and a 
beautiful environment in the education of children. Selected for its still standing, age-old 
Cypress Pine trees (callitris), the site, school’s original building (A Wing) and rock walls 
lining the driveway are the result of the Queensland Government’s building and relief 
work programmes during the 1930s, which stimulated the economy and provided work 
for men unemployed as a result of the Great Depression. 

CRITERION B 
the place demonstrates 
rare, uncommon or 
endangered aspects of 
Queensland’s cultural 
heritage 

N/A

CRITERION C 
the place has potential to 
yield information that will 
contribute to an 
understanding of 
Queensland’s history 

N/A

CRITERION D 
the place is important in 
demonstrating the 
principal characteristics 
of a particular class of 
cultural places 

Burleigh Heads State School is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics 
of a Queensland state school and its associated architecture through the 1930s to the 
1970s, with ongoing modifications to accommodate a growing school population. This 
includes four, largely intact highset, teaching buildings of standard design (A, B, D & E 
Wings), that feature timber-framed, lightweight construction; highset, gable-roofed form 
with play space underneath; north facing verandahs for circulation with fall-prevention 
safety rails; and classrooms with high levels of natural light and ventilation; on a 
generous, landscaped site with mature shade trees, covered walkways, landscaped 
courtyards, extensive play spaces and sporting facilities. 
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The original School Building (A Wing, 1935, 1948, 1968) is largely intact and is 
significant as an example of a building type developed by the Department of Public 
Works for the Department of Public Instruction. It demonstrates the principal 
characteristics of a building of its type by its form and use of materials, reflecting the 
ways in which architects of the Works Department addressed problems of light and 
ventilation in response to climatic conditions. 

B, D and E Wings (1956-1974) are good, largely intact examples of highset timber 
teaching buildings, complementing the original building and contributing to the concept 
of long, narrow buildings arranged in a staggered, parallel formation, linked by covered 
walkways around open-ended courtyard assembly and play spaces. 

The layout of the classroom blocks, the covered links between them and associated 
open spaces, demonstrate the principal characteristics of 1950s state school, which 
provided for ordered growth from the original pre-WWII school building. 

Building placement was designed around the pre-existing, mature Cypress Pines (callitris 
columellaris), which still stand today, providing fine examples of shade trees typically 
featured in Queensland school grounds. 

A remnant stand of pine trees (pinus elliottii) (1958-1966) demonstrates the common 
practice of schools in the 1950s to establish forestry plots, with students planting trees in 
uniform rows on Arbor Day and other events.  

CRITERION E 
the place is important 
because of its aesthetic 
significance 

N/A

CRITERION F 
the place is important in 
demonstrating a high 
degree of creative or 
technical achievement at 
a particular period 

N/A

CRITERION G 
the place has a strong or 
special association with 
a particular community 
or cultural group for 
social, cultural or 
spiritual reasons 

Burleigh Heads State School has a strong and ongoing association with past and 
present pupils, parents, teachers and the surrounding community through continuing use 
since its establishment in 1917.  With 107 years of association with the Burleigh Heads 
community and 89 years at its current location, the school is intrinsically linked to the 
establishment of Burleigh Heads itself and reflects the post war population boom of the 
area, which resulted in a strong demand, and active community campaigns, for state-run 
education facilities.  It has served as a prominent venue for social interaction and 
community focus, demonstrated through its active Parent and Citizens Association, local 
volunteer action, fundraising success and community use for farmers and arts and crafts 
markets, church services and events. 

CRITERION H 
the place has a special 
association with the life 
or work of a particular 
person, group or 
organisation of 
importance in 
Queensland’s history

N/A



Application form 

Entry of a place in the Queensland Heritage Register  

Page 8 of 9 HHQ/2022/5999 Version: 1.00 Last Reviewed: 31 May 2022 ABN 46 640 294 485

8. Site plan showing proposed boundary 

Attach a site plan to this form. Tick to confirm: 

 the site plan is drawn or sketched to scale (see attachment G) 
 all significant heritage elements of the place are shown and clearly labelled in their approximate locations   
 the proposed heritage boundary is shown 
 the cadastral (lot on plan) boundaries of the place are shown 

9. Photographs 

Attach photographs to this application that show the place in its current state. Number all photographs and 
complete the index table below adding more rows if needed.  

If submitting an electronic application, submit the photographs in a digital file attached with the application form. 
Maximum file size for digital images attached to this form is 250kb each.   

If submitting an application in hard copy, submit the photographs as an electronic file saved onto a CD or USB 
and attach one hardcopy print out of images to this application form.  

DATE AND TIME TAKEN 

See Attachments H1 & H2 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS  
By law copyright of material submitted is subject to conditions set out in the copyright licence for that material. 

Please enter licensing details in the metadata for each image/file requiring copyright.  

 A copyright licence may be obtained free of charge from Creative Commons at www.creativecommons.org. Creative 
Commons licence ‘Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works’ is recommended. This licence 
maintains author copyright but allows others to copy and distribute work provided the author is given credit (in a way 
specified by the author) and the work is not changed in any way and is not used commercially.  

IMAGE NUMBER FILE NAME DESCRIPTION 
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10. Lodgement 

All sections of this form must be completed and attachments prepared (in particular the site plan showing the 
proposed heritage boundary and photographs of the place) before an application is lodged. Incomplete 
applications cannot be accepted. 

Send one copy of the completed form and attachments to: 

Email:  
heritage@des.qld.gov.au 

OR Post: 

Applications Coordinator 
Heritage Branch 
Arts and Heritage 
Department of Environment and Science 
GPO Box 2454  
Brisbane Qld 4001

Further information 

 email heritage@des.qld.gov.au 

 call 13 QGOV (13 74 68) and ask to speak to the Applications Coordinator, Heritage Branch 

 visit www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/ 



Burleigh Heads State School - Nomination to the Queensland Heritage Register 

Attachment A:  History 

Burleigh Heads State School (BHSS), first established in 1917, is located on the Lower Gold 
Coast Highway at Burleigh Heads on Queensland’s Gold Coast.  At its current site since 1935, the 
school is a typical early 1930s school built during the Depression, when many people were 
without work, then featuring an original three classrooms plus head teacher’s room, high set 
sectional building, built to accommodate 120 pupils. Set amongst landscaped gardens, it has 
covered walkways, abundant shade trees, extensive play areas, sports fields and a rockery built 
by unemployed workers under relief programs in the 1930s.


The present school officially opened on 30 August 1935 with 85 pupils and 2 teachers, comprising 
a cost effective, predominantly timber-framed building (A wing), typical of pre-WWII government 
education designs.  Indicative of the growth and prosperity of the Burleigh region, the original 
standard designs have been continually refined and expanded in response to changing needs 
with extensions to the A wing in the late 1940s, a B wing built in 1956-57, C wing built in 1959, 
further extensions to A wing in 1968 and 1971, D wing built in 1969-70 and E wing in 1973-74.  In 
1951, a one-teacher schoolhouse was moved to where B wing is currently located - it was 
subsequently relocated to its present site in 1955 and continues to be used as a parent room by 
the Parents and Citizens Association. A preschool was added in 1974, and a library in 1977. As 
enrolments continued to grow, and consistent with the policy of the day to establish separate 
Junior schools, a Burleigh Heads Infant State School was opened on the site on 23 January 1978 
with 395 year 1 and 2 students, and later amalgamated with the primary school in 1989. C wing 
was destroyed by fire in 1982, and replaced by a brick building in the same location in 1984. (1)


Today the school is a locational feature and centrepiece of the Burleigh Heads community, well 
utilised for a variety of educational and community purposes and with a maximum student 
enrolment capacity of 679 students (2). It is conspicuous in the landscape, with its long 
established, highly intact, pre and post war buildings and its densely foliaged (cypress) pine trees 
amidst the modern high rise, contemporary setting of Burleigh Heads.  The school retains 
representative examples of standard government designs that were prevailing government 
educational philosophies over the 20th century. It is important in demonstrating the evolution of 
state education and its associated architecture in Queensland, and is a rare example of 
educational cultural heritage on the Gold Coast. 


Situated on the land of the Kombumerri people, the site of the BHSS has always been, and 
continues to be, a gathering place.  An ancient celebration site and campground (a place of 
stability and connectedness), Kombumerri men and women gathered there for dancing, singing, 
feasting on abundant native foods and camping under the coastal cypress pines.  From the camp, 
there was access to the nearby men’s initiation site of the Jebbribilum bora (at North Burleigh) and 
women’s birthing site of Jellurgal (at the now Burleigh Head National Park). Remnants of the 
campsite remain, with majestic Coastal Cypress Pines (Callitris columellaris), some estimated to 
be between 500 and 1000 years old, providing shade for students in the now more than 100 year 
old Burleigh Heads State School.


There were more than 1500 Aboriginal people living on the Gold Coast, from numerous different 
clan groups, across the coastal strip and adjacent hinterland when the first European settlers 
arrived. The land of the Kombumerri clan spreads from the Coomera River in the north to the 
Tweed River in the south and into the hinterland. They belonged to the wider Banjalang language 
group, who inhabited an area from Beenleigh in the north to Grafton NSW in the south. 


Burleigh Heads is a highly significant place for the Kombumerri people, a place of ceremony, of 
Dreamtime stories, of marriage, initiation, and a place of abundance.  Over the centuries, it was 
also a “holiday destination”, where visiting clans would boost the local population to share in 
seasonal abundance of food such as sea mullet.There is considerable evidence of Kombumerri 
activities in Burleigh Heads, including shell middens, scar trees, fish traps and the bora (3). 




Growth of a new area


What is today known as the Gold Coast is occupied Country of the Kombumerri saltwater people 
(and other tribal groups including the Munjunbal, Gugingin, Wangerriburra, Munigali and Balungan 
peoples) since at least 23000 BC. The eastern parts of Australia were progressively settled by the 
British after the occupation of Sydney in 1788.  Not long after Queensland separated from New 
South Wales and became a state (1859), the settlement of Nerang was surveyed (1865), with 
Burleigh Heads surveyed by Surveyor G L Pratten on 18 November 1871. Towns like Coolangatta 
(at the colonial state border) and Southport, to the north, became important service towns for 
burgeoning sugar, logging and dairy industries. 


The area was growing.  On 2 July 1872, 65 suburban lots (of 1-3.5 acres) (4) and 19 country lots 
(of 5-27 acres) were offered for sale by the Queensland Government near Tallebudgera Creek (5), 
with a further 40 suburban lots offered on 2 April 1873 (6). In January 1884, 278 subdivided 
allotments of the Burleigh Head North estate were auctioned by John Cameron, auctioneer (7,8). 
Further subdivisions and land sales occurred in 1914 (9), 1915 (10), 1929 (11), 1930 (12), and 1947 
(13). Services, such as restaurants and guest accommodation, emerged to support an increasing 
interest in seaside bathing in the late 19th and early 20th century.


A south coast stage coach service was introduced in 1873, and extended to Tallebudgera by 
1883.  The hard inter-tidal sand of the beach also provided a transport corridor for horse drawn 
carriages, linking Southport, Burleigh Heads and Coolangatta. A railway line, completed from the 
state capital of Brisbane to Southport in 1889, boosted access and supported industries. The 
railway was extended to West Burleigh in 1901 and Coolangatta in 1903, following a route similar 
to the present Pacific Highway (14). 


Referred to as the South Coast, the area was emerging as a seaside recreational and leisure 
destination for Brisbane residents. The area’s first newspaper, the Southern Queensland Bulletin, 
first issued on 28 March 1885, strongly advocated the growth of the area, and with the growing 
popularity of the motor vehicle and completion of Jubilee Bridge by 1925, there was increasing 
investment and tourism was becoming a main economic driver of the region.  


Coastal resort areas were becoming more accessible, enabling tourism and residential 
development to flourish. In the 1920s, newspapers were advertising new estates at Miami and 
Burleigh Heads.


When paid annual leave was introduced across Australia in 1930, families from around the country 
could more readily visit the Gold Coast for their annual holiday (15).  


By 1933, there were 556 residents at Burleigh Heads. As the population grew, so too did the 
demand for services like education (16). 


From humble beginnings - the evolution of a school


Burleigh School (No. 1568) opened on the 19th March 1917 on Tabilban Street. It had 11 pupils.  
The establishment of a school in the area was first mooted in 1912, when Mr Walter Brake wrote 
to the Department of Public Instruction (dated 11 December 1912), stressing the need of a. 
School at Burleigh Heads, promising a piece of land for the school. 


The original school on Tabilban Street was built for twenty children. However, by 1921, there were 
36 children using 20 desks.  By 1926, student numbers continued to grow and the complaints of 
overcrowding had still not been resolved, prompting the then headmaster, Mr Frederick Perrett, to 
advise Brisbane that “The Church of England Hall is available with plenty of playground, very 
centrally positioned, with suitable sanitary purposes and for a reasonable rent of 20/- weekly. The 
present enrolment of 93 is accommodated in a room for 36.” The Department approved this 
temporary solution and the school furnishings were moved to the Church in Park Avenue for the 
commencement of the school year in January 1927, where it was renamed Burleigh Heads State 
School. The school remained at the Church until 1935.




The fight for a school 


The school has always had an energetic School Committee (or Parents and Citizens Association), 
playing an active, and very vocal role in the establishment and operation of the school. 

A persistent community campaign to establish a permanent site for a school at Burleigh Heads, 
led by the School Committee, is a strong feature of its history. Over an 8-year period of intense 
agitation prior to and leading up to 1934, there was endless correspondence to and from the 
Department of Public Instruction about the need for a State school, and regular articles of 
objection to inaction appeared in the press, written by journalists, residents, the Progress 
Association and the School Committee.


The December 1932 annual report by then headmaster Mr Robert’s, still based at the Church of 
England Hall indicated “The school year has been marked by some irritations and compensations.
By no means the least, but certainly the most persistent of the irritations is the continued lack of 
any official premises.  I understand this building has been used for eight years. The extra labour 
involved in disposing furniture each weekend is most irksome.  Other disabilities such as the utter 
impossibility of attempting mural decorations are too patent to need mention.  Playground facilities 
are meagre and very unsuitable.  In that regard, I count it as a most satisfying compensation that I 
have been able, with the assistance of Miss Pysden, to get through another year without the 
serious trouble connected with the children’s play.  A very feeble kick puts the football in the 
neighbour’s yard and I can thank the restraint of the budding Bradman's for having so few broken 
windows to repair and roused tempers to soothe.”

In his opening address for the new school in 1935, the Minister for Public Instruction, Mr Cooper 
commented on the long delay in getting a school at Burleigh Heads, remarking that the 
department had thought seriously of constructing a special fire-proof room in which to store the 
voluminous correspondence and reports from the community. Further, during the opening day 
celebratory luncheon, he instanced the new school as a result of community spirit (17). 


Today there is a long, strong and ongoing association with the past and present school 
community, with well celebrated 50th, 75th and 100th year anniversaries demonstrating 
significant and enduring connections for former pupils, parents and teachers. There continues to 
be a very active P&C and the school is also regularly used by the community for farmers and arts 
and crafts markets, church services, sporting, religious and other events and activities.


Site selection


In its search for a suitable new school site, in 1928 the Department of Public Instruction 
purchased two acres of land from Mr Symonds, approximately a quarter of a mile from the old 
school at the Church.  However, the site was on the side of a hill, had seepage around the hill 
which caused damp for much of the year and 16 foot stumps would be needed on one side of the 
building.  Parents considered the site to be unsuitable for a school.  Other sites were considered, 
including parts of Mr William Morris’ “The Pines” estate and it was revealed that the Minister had 
then selected two acres facing the “main coastal road” – “a site of sandy loam and cypress trees 
for shade” owned by Mr Morris - but this site was put on hold due to its excessive price. 
Ultimately, the Lands Administration Office determined an appropriate value for the two acres and 
negotiations resulted in a final price of £625.  The sale was finalised on 12 July 1934.


There was now a site for the school and the “long fight by the committee and its predecessors for 
the provision of a school for Burleigh” was ended. On the 12th December 1934, approval was 
given for the erection of the new school.


At the triennial meeting of the School Committee that year, the Secretary’s report reveals that “On 
receipt of information that the building was to be commenced, the headmaster, Mr Reg Robert’s, 
at the request to the School Committee, conferred with the builder and the department with the 
object of preserving as many trees as possible to beautify the grounds, and his efforts were 
entirely satisfactory.” Many of these trees still stand today.


By 8 March 1935, South Coast Bulletin reported that “rapid progress is being made in the erection 
of the new state school at Burleigh Heads” (18).







Growth of the School 

The first buildings: On 12 December, 1934 approval was granted for a new school at a cost of 
£1340 for erection. The letter of confirmation provided details “Batch No. 1568A/27 - The building 
is three (3) classroom sectional type to accommodate one hundred and twenty (120) pupils.  A 
teachers’ room and one (1) folding partition are included - Eight (8) desks, 7’6” long, Eight (8) 
forms 7’6” long, Two (2) tables, One (1) press, Two (2) chairs, Two (2) hyloplates (4’x3’) fixed on 
wall, one hundred and twenty hat pegs. Brackets and shelving must be provided for our existing 
blackboards. Editing furniture to be re-used. Fencing is also included. Building is to be 
constructed of wood, roof covered with corrugated fibrolite.”


The South Coast Bulletin reported on the nearly completed building on 8 March 1935 that “The 
plan of the new building shows that care has been taken to allow ample space and ventilation in 
the classrooms, teachers’ quarters, hat rooms and with two 8ft x 7ft verandas on the northern 
side plus an overhand of 3ft 6 inches in the eaves and four casement windows to each classroom, 
18ft by 21 ft 10 inches, the building when completed will be up-to-date in every respect. To 
facilitate the work of the teaching staff, the classrooms have been arranged in a row on the 



eastern side of the building and with sliding doors from No. 1 - No. 2 and casement doors to the 
third room, while the wide doorways lead out of the verandahs mentioned above.”


“The teacher’s room (18ft x 12ft) is also designed on modern lines and this also applied to 
conveniences for washing for the staff and pupils. An outstanding feature of the new school 
premises is the beautiful site on which it is being building.  Surrounded by densely foliaged 
(cypress) pine trees, which nature has planted and spaced to afford shade to all and sundry and 
with the sandy nature of the ground, the health of the children will not be endangered by the 
presence of stagnant water.  No doubt the department had an eye to coolness and the destructive 
nature of the salt-laden air on ironwork when they chose fibrolite for the roofing and also to have 
the building up from the ground.”  


“To avoid vibrations, massive floor bearers (7in x 4 in) and floor joists have been used in the 
building while the supporting stumps are also on the large side.  Sections of the outer walls of the 
casement will be enclosed with corrugated iron and it is anticipated that in the near future, the 
floor of the basement will be concreted (which was subsequently completed by July 1935).  
Provision has been made to install two septic lavatories and flushing system (19). 

The building of the new school progressed during the Great Depression of the 1930s, when 
economies crashed around the world, with a dire effect on people and families. As there were 
many people without work, relief workers were engaged in the school’s construction. Firstly, relief 
workers brought landfill in via horses and drays to fill in the swampy area, and other relief workers 
spread the soil.� The relief men, at least one of whom was the father of a student at the school, 
built the distinctive rockeries on either side of the main gate and the driveway.� Significant 
evidence of the rockeries remain today (19A). 


At the time, relief works provided development work across Queensland to assist unemployed 
men to maintain their “manly independence”. Principally provided by local councils in cities and 
towns where more than 80% of relief workers were located, State government departments also 
provided some relief work, including the improvement of school grounds by the Public Works 
Department (19B). 




Land Expansion


As the school grew so did the need for additional land.  In September 1938, portion 148 (1568.2 
sq.m), previously a part of portion 139, was purchased from Mr William Morris. Again, on 24 
March approval was given to purchase a further 16 acres, 22 perches (portions 143, 148, 153) for 
reserve to the Burleigh Heads State School.  Further small portions were purchased, in August 
1967 645 sq.m at the western end for a gate (from Z.J. Kermendi), and in September 1977, 607 
sq.m. for an entrance for the Infant School (from L.J. McKone). However, in 1976, despite a 
campaign by the P&C, Main Roads resumed 17 feet and 12 feet at the curve in the road at the 
front of the school to widen the lower highway (20).


The War Years


With the outbreak of WWII hostilities in the Pacific in 1942, the school continued to operate with 
some disruption. School was late resuming that year, and once it did, pupils were dismissed at 
noon each day.  Air raid shelters were constructed and air raid drills conducted with the students. 
While some families moved away to “safer places”, with Army Camps established in the vicinity, 
enrolment increased and Burleigh became a three teacher school (and by 1945 a fourth teacher 
was needed for the burgeoning school).


In 1944, the pleasant seaside Burleigh Heads town was busy with troop movements.  There were 
now a couple of grocery stores, a fruit shop, a butcher shop, an Estate agent, two hotels and two 
or three churches, a local dance hall and picture theatre, providing an enjoyable break for locals 
and for servicemen recovering from the gruelling campaign in New Guinea. 


“I went to Burleigh Heads State School from 1939 to 1946.  In those years of the Second World 
War, we used to plant Victory Gardens. Once we planted cotton - it was disastrous!  Also we used 
to practice our War Drill. We would crouch in the trenches near the tennis court while the whistle 
blew.  I was so frightened” (Shirley Taunton (nee Francis), student 1939-1946). 


By the middle of 1946, the war was over and Burleigh was becoming more and more popular as a 
holiday destination.  School numbers were expanding and the school started a program of 
expansion that continued for the decades to come (21).


School Expansion


The school opened on 8 July 1935 with A wing (A2, A3, A4) featuring an office and verandahs on 
three sides.  Within the first years, it was clear that additional accommodation was needed, with 
parents, the Head Teacher and School Inspector lobbying for more space when, from 1945 to 
1947, a teacher taught students on the verandah.  The temporary solution, in 1947, was a room 
under A Wing using canvas blinds on two sides. Over the years, new buildings and temporary 
solutions were regularly built:


• 27 June 1948 - A5 was built (approved 16 December 1947)

• 30 January 1951 - A small one teacher room was moved to the site and positioned where B 

Wing now stands

• 20 July 1954 - Western end of A Wing verandah was enclosed as a Library

• 27 June 1955 - Room A1 was built (no eastern verandah anymore)

• Late 1955 - One-teacher school was lined and painted and moved next to A5, becoming the 

Library in 1958, and then a parent room for the P&C.

• 20 February 1956 - Teacher’s staff room built (this became the Clerk-Typist’s office in March 

1968)

• 31 October 1956 - B Wing - Rooms B1 and B2 constructed

• 26 November 1957 - Rooms B3, B4 and B5 built

• 18 March 1959 - C Wing - C1, C2, C3, upstairs staffroom and storeroom underneath were built.


From 1966, a range of temporary solutions were used in response to continuing growth:




• 11 November 1966 - Demountables 1 and 2 were placed on the front playing field, east of B 
Wing, for years used as the Library.


• 20 January 1967 - two temporary rooms (B6 and B7) were installed under B Wing, with concrete 
posts through the middle of rooms. C4 was also enclosed under C Wing with a steel suspension 
and malthoid/sisalkraft on the ceiling to halt the fall of dust through the ceiling cracks.


• 8 December 1967 - Demountable 3 and 4 were positioned near the “big tree” in the north side of 
the school grounds.


• Early 1968 - the “one-teacher school” was relocated to its present site as a classroom (and 
used as a Speech Therapy Centre in the 1990s).


Further buildings/extensions/changes were constructed from 1968:


• 2 July 1968 - further extensions to A Wing, completion of A6 (storeroom), A7 and A8.

• 19 August 1969 - Wing D - D1, D2, D3, D4 and D6

• 20 December 1970 - Wing D - D5, D7, Staffroom and storeroom, western stairwell (later the 

staffroom became, in part, the Infant Mistress’s office.

• March 1971 - A room under Wing A was converted for the Janitor/Groundsman.

• 23 October 1971 - Wing A9, A10 (under A7 and A8)

• 19 November 1971 - Rooms B6 and B7 were demolished.

• 3 October 1972 - Demountable 3 and 4 were moved to the present site of the Administration 

Block.  It’s final move was in 1981 to its 1992 site as the Music Rooms.

• 01 March 1973 - Accommodation for Janitor/Groundsman near the Junior Toilet Block. 

• 18 June 1973 - Wing E - E1 and E3 with withdrawal room

• 8 September 1973 - Activities building opened (built by Mr Don Parks)

• 30 March 1974 - Wing E - E2 and E4

• June 1974 - Pre-school completed

• September 1975 - Principal’s office, next to the Clerk-Typist’s Office

• 24 August 1976 - “modular” classroom (Demountable) near the forestry plot

• June 1977 - Dedicated Library and Sports Complex was finished.  At this time, special plans to 

alleviate growth challenges had been considered to build the Infant School and rebuild much of 
the Primary School, however costs had escalated and instead decided to build an extra Wing F.


• 20 January 1981 - another “modular” classroom block A. Demountables 1 and 2 had already 
been removed from the front of the school. 


• 23 January 1978 - Burleigh Heads Infant State School opened, with administration block, tuck 
shop, sheltered area, toilets and Janitor/Groundsman Block, connected by covered walkways


• October 1982 - Administration Block completed.

• 13 November 1982 - the wanton destruction of Wing C by fire (narrowly avoiding B block, which 

was saved by the Fire Brigade.

• January 1983 - a new demountable arrived.

• August 1984 - Wing C rebuilt (22) 


More Modern Buildings


In its 95th year, three new buildings were constructed - a modern, spacious library and new, 
vibrant administration offices with an adjoining school hall, opening in 2011.







The Trees - a “site of sandy loam and cypress trees for shade”


The site of Burleigh Heads State School features a stand of mature Coastal Cypress trees, some 
estimated to be between 500 and 1000 years old. Significant to the Kombumerri people (and 
other coastal Indigenous peoples), Coastal cypress (Callitris columellaris) are known for offering a 
number of useful attributes for campsites as they are situated on well-drained sandy country, with 
minimal understory vegetation and soft pine needles reducing growth and allowing colonies of 
ground orchids (Geodorum) with edible tubers to flourish.  An 1874 article describes the southern 
coast to the Tweed as one of the ‘few places where such fine tall trees can be seen, and few 
places where there are such valuable trees untouched.  An 1879 article refers to the Cypress 
pines being grown in considerable abundance near the coast, yielding a very sound and durable 
timber. Consequently, the commercial taking of timber to support building grew in the area, much 
to the concern of the Kombumerri people.  Present day Botanists have identified that the trees at 
Burleigh Heads State School, represent the largest remaining population of these trees on the 
Gold Coast mainland (23).


A once-common species throughout much of coastal and southern Queensland, Callitris was 
used by local Indigenous peoples for making weapons, fishing spears and torches. The gum/resin 
was used as an adhesive, the roots for boomerangs and it was a favoured firewood, producing a 
pleasant, aromatic smoke and as a deterrent to mosquitoes. There is also evidence of its use for 
medicinal purposes for colds and skin irritations  (24).


In 1934, when the current school site was purchased, it described “a site of sandy loam and 
cypress trees for shade” (BHSS Parents’ & Citizens’ Association, p31).  A 1935 article in the South 
Coast Bulletin claimed “an outstanding feature of the new school premises is the beautiful site on 
which is being built. Surrounded by densely foliaged pine trees, which nature has planted and 



spaced to afford shade to all and sundry with the sandy nature of the ground, the health of the 
children will not be endangered by the presence of stagnant water” (25).


Young (2019) refers to article dated 1935-36 describing the new site for the Burleigh Heads State 
School as hosting shapely and shady pine trees which contribute to its charming surrounds and 
for the first anniversary celebrations, coloured lights were festooned among the cypress pines, 
“converting the grounds into a brilliant spectacle”


After the new site for the Burleigh Heads State School was purchased in 1934, school ground 
improvements were carried out the following year including clearing and lopping of some pine 
trees on the new school site. The species of pine trees is unspecified but given the ongoing 
identification of the coastal cypress pines on the site, and photographic evidence, it is clear that 
they were cypress, and the remaining trees are a remnant native population that predates 1935 
(26),  Botanists had catalogued and measured all the trees (see Inventory, Attachment C), and the 
Queensland Herbarium is currently carbon-dating the trees which will provide precise data to 
confirm their age. 


Today, the school is strategically placed amongst the trees which continue to provide shade for 
students and are a prominent feature of the school. So important are the trees to the school, that 
they are featured in the Burleigh Heads School Song, “By the ocean blue and the glittering sands, 
Near the pine trees remembered of old …… “, written by P.A. Mackenzie in 1992 to commemorate 
the school’s 75th anniversary. 


Endangered Geodorum (commonly known as “Shepherd’s Crook” or “Pink Nodding” orchids), 
grow up amongst the trees. Whilst largely restricted to this site in Burleigh Heads, they too were 
once common across the south coast region and are indicative of the early use as a Kombumerri 
campsite.


With the enthusiastic support of the Principal, Mr Peter Tong (who left the school in 2024), local 
community groups (including Friends of the Gold Coast Botanical Gardens, Veteran Trees Group 
Australia, Burleigh to Springbrook Corridor Group, Ngarang-Wal Gold Coast Aboriginal 
Association and the City of the Gold Coast) monitor and conserve the remnant trees, allow some 
natural regeneration, weed forested areas and plant new trees around the school and at other 
places. Each remnant tree has been measured, mapped and assessed with reports provided to 
the School. Some seedlings have been professionally potted up and grown, and then planted by 
students in suitable locations around the school (but often with limited success) and further 
plantings are planned.  The Kombumerri Rangers, established in 2022, have also developed a 
relationship with the school, with a program to maintain, propagate and replant Callitris trees and 
Geodorum orchids. Mr Tong has spoken of his conversations with renowned Elder, Uncle Dr 
Graham Dillon OAM (dec), about the trees, the campsite and the traditional gatherings at the 
school site. Dr Dillon’s granddaughter, Ms Justine Dillon, Kombumerri Noonuccal Ngugi Gorenpul 
Traditional Owner, Ngarang-Wall Gold Coast Aboriginal Association Secretary and Kombumerri 
Indigenous Land and Sea Ranger Project Manager, continues a strong relationship with the 
school. 

Coastal Cypress (Callitris columellaris) is listed as a ‘local government area significant species” in 
the City of Gold Coast Flora and Fauna database.

Arbor Day - part of the fabric of the school (p81, 75th anniversary)


An important component of Queensland state schools was their grounds. In the 1870s, schools 
inspector William Boyd was critical of tropical schools and stressed the importance of shade trees 
to playgrounds. This influenced site selection and led to Arbor Day celebrations becoming a 
feature of the school year from the 1890s (27). 


Trees also feature in other parts of the history of the school. Arbor Day has been a significant part 
of school activities since its establishment and, by Regulation, permission had to be granted for 
Arbor Day on a selected day between May and September each year. On 6 September 1918, the 
first Arbor Day was held and Miss Jessie Andrews arranged the planting of 2 pongamia glabra, 2 
caesalpinia, 2 ficus hillii and 3 cypress pines at the then school location on Tabilban Street.  A 



celebratory picnic was held for pupils and visitors and a dance held that night to raise funds for 
the school.


The next record of Arbor Day activities was in 1923, when, on 11 May, one native fig, 1 mango 
and a shrub were planted.  Over the years, two camphor laurels, two eucalypt trees (1925) and 
three native figs (1926) were planted at the Tabilban Street site, with gardening proving a popular 
pastime for the girls.


At the Church of England Hall school location, the 1930 Arbor Day plantings were held at a local 
reserve, and, in 1934, a seafront Norfolk Pine was planted dedicated to Squadron Leader Bert 
Hinkler.


Coinciding with the opening of the school at its present site, Arbor Day saw the planting of five 
tree ferns “with only two surviving under unfavourable conditions”. Thirty-three cypress pines 
were planted in 1936, with 30 surviving (likely to replace some of the trees cleared for the school 
buildings). 


Cocos palms and a camphor laurel were donated by Mr J.M. Goodwin for the 1937 Coronation 
Year Arbor Day, and planted on the northern boundary to honour King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth II.  During the following years, students planted another 2 cocos palms, 10 cypress 
pines, many self—sown cypress pines, Norfolk Island pines, hibiscus and azaleas.


Perhaps the most significant Arbor Day was 4 May 1951, celebrating Jubilee Day, when 52 
children from Grades 5, 6, and 7 were invited to nearby koala park by the Forestry Department, 
each planting a tree to honour the 50 years of Australia as a nation. The formation of a Forestry 
Club saw Arbor Day and Club Days combined for many years.


Forestry plots were common at Queensland State schools in the 1950s.  In March 1958, the 
Burleigh Heads State School Forest Club was formed by Mr D.S. Smyth and his grade 7 class.  
On Arbor Day, 27 June 1958, 50 pine (pinus elliottii) trees were planted on a site cleared in April/
May that year by Mineral Deposits Ltd who, approved by the education department, had been 
given the mining rights for rutile in the grounds.  As part of their rehabilitation requirements, they 
cleared and levelled the site in readiness for planting.  A further 38 trees were planted on 28 July 
1958 to replace that number removed by an under-school age child vandal.  


Between 1959 and 1966 many hundreds of pine trees were planted, including windbreak planting 
in 1966 at the back of the school grounds of 190 trees (of which more than half were pulled out by 
“local delinquents”.  The number of trees in the forestry plot were sadly depleted when 65 were 
removed for the building of the Infant School and Library (28).  


The Gold Coast Bulletin reported in 1963 that 40 of the 153 trees planted by the class of 1963 
were felled for “safety reasons” - a decision slammed by former teachers and nearby residents 
(29).


For the 1988 Bicentennial Year Arbor Day activities, an avenue of trees was planted between the 
Burleigh Infants and “Upper” school, to commemorate their amalgamation. In 1988-1991, the 
Year Seven classes each donated a tree for school beautification (30), and all of the remaining 
trees are testimony to that beauty. 


Today, students continue to be involved in a community garden of various edible plants at the 
school and tree planting activities of cypress pines and Wallum banksia with community groups, 
like the Burleigh to Springbrook Nature Corridor Group and the Ngarang-Wal Gold Coast 
Aboriginal Association.


Sporting and activities


Education philosophies have embraced sport as important to the wellbeing and development of 
students and Burleigh Heads State School was no different.  When the school opened in 1935, a 
tennis course was high on the agenda of the School Committee.  A student, Mrs Grace Kelly (nee 
Hogan, 1934-39) recalls “There was always a cricket pitch - 22 yards of red soil, which was swept 



before a match” and a tennis court was to be built but help was needed with funding, so students 
were asked to request donations.  At the sparse residences near the school, people when 
approached gave what they could - three pence or sixpence, or sometimes a shilling - and then at 
last the antbed court was completed in July,1936 with 5 rolls of 1 1/2” mesh, 18 gauge netting at 
a cost of £6.9.2 and cost of posts from Mr Dennis’s sawmill, £9.3.0. 


The official opening was on 12 September 1936, with a display match by a Southport Men’s 
Team.  Over the years, tennis featured on the sporting agenda with dedicated coaches and great 
success at interschool games.  


Throughout the school’s history, the P&C remained determined that the children and staff should 
have the best facilities.  From 1965, special projects formed part of the P&C agenda looking at a 
new tennis court, cricket pitches and a swimming pool.  In November 1968 a school hall was 
mooted, which, after must lobbying, fund raising and planning, finally on 8 September 1973 an 
Activities Building was opened, with a bronze school badge donated by the Nielsen Bros, 
Brisbane on the front wall (which still stands proudly at the building entrance today and has been 
used for many brass rubbings by pupils).  


The need for a sports complex continued to be progressed by parents and friends, holding weekly 
bingo nights for fund raising. On 6 August 1977, the sports complex opened comprising four 
tennis courts, doubling as two basketball courts, with optional transition to volleyball courts. 
Three netball courts were levelled and bitumenised soon after.


The school continued to grow and soon the Activities building was inadequate, so plans and 
specifications were drawn up for a large extension in June 1977.  The building was completed in 
1978 and able to accommodate the whole of Years 3 to 7, again, funded by the efforts of parents.  
However, despite considerable research and planning, the exorbitant price of $160,000 for a 
swimming pool meant it was never built, redirecting the funds raised to date to technological 
enhancements, music instruments, library books and sporting equipment (31).


Throughout its history, from the 1917 Tabilban St site to the present site, inter and intra-school 
sport has played a prominent role in the school - in tennis, cricket, basketball, netball, athletics, 
swimming, Australian Rules football, hockey, baseball, softball and rugby league, with many 
trophies and abundant school pride.


*****


In 2017, Burleigh Heads State School celebrated its 100th anniversary. As reported in the Gold 
Coast Bulletin “Two world wars, bunyip hunts and tens of thousands of students - Burleigh Heads 
State School has seen it all since its doors first opening a century ago”. The Principal then, Mr 
Peter Tong said “The school has an incredibly rich history and we still have some of the original 
buildings when it was built on this site.”


“Things have changed a lot since those early days and the original students did not have uniforms 
at all and in some cases, shoes.”


“I think the people from those early days would be amazed by how much the school has grown 
and changed and the legacy left behind.” (32)


In 2024, Burleigh Heads State School still stands as testimony to those who had the vision to fight 
for it 107 years ago, and they would be pleased to see both those original buildings still being 
used by students, and the buildings that have emerged over the century. However, the whole 
history of the school is significant, beyond just the buildings.  The school’s role in the formation of 
Burleigh Heads - its buildings, the callitris trees, the forestry plot, the rock wall and its continuing 
life in the community for more than a century - are all worthy of recognition as a state significant 
place.


***
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TREE INVENTORY  -  Burleigh Heads State School Callitris Pines

Data collection January 2021 - Tony O'Malley and Jan Allen  

NOTES
Tree # As tagged on site -Refer to tree location plan Risk Level Refer to VALID tree risk assessment
Eastings and Northings Plotted with Avenza mapping software from android phone Acceptable No risk reduction required
Height canopy height in metres estimate Tolerable if risk is ALARP May require some risk reduction
Radial Canopy average canopy radius in metres Not Tolerable Requires risk reduction
DBH Stem diameter in mm at 1.3 metres above ground
CBH Stem circumference measurement in centimetres at 1.3 metres above ground. Management Refer to recommendations in general assessment report 

individual multiple measures provided for multistemmed trees

Tree # other 
Tag # Photo Northings Eastings GENUS/SPECIES COMMON NAME Height 

(m)  

Radial 
Canopy 

(m)

Stem 
DBH 
(mm)

CBH (cm) Comments Growth constraints Risk 
level

Management

1 1 -28.08775767 153.4494784 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 5 400  phototropic lean to west, unable to obtain 
circumference due to strangler Fig on stem

Electrical assets to East, 
Strangler Fig on stem Against 
fence

Protect roots from mower damage

2 2 -28.08772061 153.4493866 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 4 200

growing in garden bed, orchids 
surrounding, canopy bias to west, Guioa 
and Ficus below canopy and growing 
adjacent. Juvenile Callitris in garden area

Close to driveway and kerb
Manage root area to minimise damage 
to orchids. Hand weeding or spot 
spraying only

3 3 -28.08777271 153.4493586 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 3 183 Bees nest, Ficus growing beneath, canopy 
bias to west

Close to bitumen car park and 
kerbing

Remove weeds from garden area, 
mulch root zone and underplant with 
suitable natives 

4 039 4 -28.0877745 153.4493606 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 4.5 500 Bees nest; topped stump at edge of 
carpark in centre of fig tree Dead retain and protect

5 5 -28.08783979 153.4491869 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 4.5 2 35 Adolescent, healthy tree 
at edge of carpark against 
cyclone mesh fence (potential 
future conflict)

Ensure growth conflicts with fence are 
managed to protect tree

6 6 -28.08784 153.44919 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 3.5 110 , canopy phototropic to sw Near carpark edge. Suppressed 
on ne side by adjacent Fig tree Protect from infrastructure repairs

7 040 7 -28.08783979 153.4491869 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 17 4 220 Over pruned canopy, growing in garden 
area

Canopy partly suppressed, 
cultivation of garden area

Remove weeds and take care when 
cultivating garden area

8 8 -28.08776133 153.4492862 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 4.5 145 Injury mid stem on driveway side and lower 
stem, minor deadwood 10-15 mm

Growing hard against kerb and 
bitumen driveway, previous 
construction damage

Protect from infrastructure repairs

9 9 -28.08774469 153.4491613 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 12 4 180 main leader cut, hollows forming in stem, 
overpruned next to drain and kerb Protect from infrastructure repairs

10 10 -28.08776816 153.4490576 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 5.5 200
Bees nest at 6 metres southern side, dead 
wood 120mm sound, mostly over garden, 
stem slight lean to nw, overpruned

growing between building and 
bitumen driveway, overpruned 
canopy

Protect from infrastructure repairs

11 11 -28.08790168 153.4489626 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 4 165
good canopy density sound deadwood 
over building, soil level buildup around 
base, near building

proximity to building, soil level 
change in root zone Protect from infrastructure repairs

12 12 -28.08790616 153.4488302 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 5 175
lower branch weighted down with vine, 
garbage over roots. One on neighbouring 
property similar dimensions

Proximity to boundary Remove vine from canopy, remove 
spoil and rubbish from root zone

13 13 -28.08775339 153.4487776 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 9 3 110 In carpark in bitumen, poor vigour, minor 
deadwwood 25mm

Within compacted bitumen 
carpark

improve growing area and protect 
roots during infrastructure repair. 
Provide protection for lower stems
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Tree # other 
Tag # Photo Northings Eastings GENUS/SPECIES COMMON NAME Height 

(m)  

Radial 
Canopy 

(m)

Stem 
DBH 
(mm)

CBH (cm) Comments Growth constraints Risk 
level

Management

14 14 -28.08774268 153.4486455 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 4.5 235

Surrounded by bitumen, measured below 
trifurcation, secondary leader previously 
removed at stem, cavity developing in 
stem junction, minor deadwood

Within compacted bitumen 
carpark

improve growing area and protect 
roots during infrastructure repair. 
Provide protection for lower stems

15 15, 16, 17 -28.08780343 153.4484756 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 13 3 100 Growing in small garden area with 15, 16, 
17, 18

suppressed canopy growth from 
adjacent trees Remove weeds and excess mulch

16 15,16,17 -28.08782174 153.4484763 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 13 3 100 Growing in small garden area with 15, 16, 
17, 18

suppressed canopy growth from 
adjacent trees Remove weeds and excess mulch

17 15,16,17 -28.08784543 153.4484738 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 10 2.5 45
top lost at 10 metres, basal leader coming 
from base of larger tree on other side of 
fence with dbh of 400 mm

suppressed canopy growth from 
adjacent trees Remove weeds and excess mulch

18 15,16,17 -28.08786245 153.4484731 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 13 2.5 75 Growing in small garden area with 15, 16, 
17, 18

suppressed canopy growth from 
adjacent trees Remove weeds and excess mulch

19 18 -28.08764582 153.447786 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 12 6 195

Near containers, near pines suppressed 
on western side, good spread on ne side 
to juvenile ficus at base (remove) good 
canopy density and form

suppressed by Slash Pine Mulch root zone

20 19 -28.08750569 153.4485881 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 9 1.5 60 small garden area near path and stairs 
near Eucalypt (018) with possum strikes Proximity to structures improve root zone in courtyard area

21 19 -28.08748219 153.448584 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 10.5 1.5 65 small garden area near path and stairs Proximity to structures improve root zone in courtyard area

22 20 -28.08746014 153.4486191 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 11 2 70 small garden area near path and stairs Proximity to structures improve root zone in courtyard area

23 21 -28.08739653 153.448666 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 12 3 65, 45, 80, 95 4 stems likely one tree, near amenity 
block, soil buildup around base Proximity to structures remove soil/mulch buildup around 

stem base

24 22,23,24 -28.08736983 153.4486968 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 12 4 110 double stem, in courtyard with T25 Poor soil, exposed roots improve root zone in courtyard area

25 22, 23,24 -28.08735732 153.4486886 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 10 3 80,70 double stem, in courtyard  with T24,  Poor soil, exposed roots improve root zone in courtyard area

26 25,26, 27, 
28 -28.08731038 153.4487376 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 11 4 130 measured below bifurcation @ 1metre, in 

small garden area growing in small group
suppressed by adjacent tree 
growth, cement surround improve root zone in courtyard area

27 25,26,27,
28 -28.08731052 153.4487279 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 8.5 1.5 40  in small garden area growing in small 

group
suppressed by adjacent tree 
growth, cement surround improve root zone in courtyard area

28 25,26,27,
28 -28.08730362 153.4487236 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 5.5 1 20 young sapling,  in small garden area 

growing in small group
suppressed by adjacent tree 
growth, cement surround improve root zone in courtyard area

29 25,26,27,
28 -28.08729883 153.448733 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 5 1 20  in small garden area growing in small 

group
suppressed by adjacent tree 
growth, cement surround improve root zone in courtyard area

30 29,30 -28.08729373 153.448606 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 9 2.5 75
garden area surrounded by cement, well 
formed canopy, potentially long lived and 
well placed shade tree

surrounded by paving improve growing area and protect 
roots during infrastructure repair

31 31,32 -28.08715634 153.4485815 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 12.5 4.5 255

between building and amenity area, 
surrounded by cement, 1 metre from brick 
wall, swollen stem base, overpruned, 
minor dw over roof.

within paving very close to 
building and shade structure

improve growing area; take care 
during infrastructure repairs

32 32 -28.08707875 153.4486261 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 4 110 central courtyard, mixed pavers and 
cement, canopy bias to nw

paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees improve growing area

33 33 -28.08704998 153.448641 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 1.5 150
measured below bifircation. Very poor 
condition, chlorotic canopy , thinning, 
declining; Root damage, basal damage

paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees

investigate root damage. Monitor tree 
health;improve growing area

34 34 -28.08702538 153.4486493 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 6 115 lean to nw, paving surround, bias to nw paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees improve growing area

35 35 -28.08700771 153.4486818 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 5 170 reasonable canopy balance, dominant tree paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees improve growing area
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Tree # other 
Tag # Photo Northings Eastings GENUS/SPECIES COMMON NAME Height 

(m)  

Radial 
Canopy 

(m)

Stem 
DBH 
(mm)

CBH (cm) Comments Growth constraints Risk 
level

Management

36 36 -28.08702583 153.4487035 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 4.5 100
suppressed on norther nside, over pruned, 
flush cut on lower stem, canopy all to 
south

paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees improve growing area

37 37 -28.08701091 153.4487385 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 2 85 suppressed on western side paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees improve growing area

38 37,38 -28.08700238 153.4487761 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 4 175 decline of lowest lateral (dead) suppressed 
on western side

paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees improve growing area

39 39 -28.08703879 153.4487713 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 4 165 reasonable balanced canopy, two main 
leaders birfurcates at 1.5 with inclusion

paved root zone and suppressed 
by adjacent trees improve growing area

40 013 40,41 -28.08711665 153.4489573 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 16 7 175
Paving and bitumen on two sides, 
phototropic to south south west. Scar on 
southern side, construction damage

adjacent to carpark and building; 
suppressed to north

protect from carpark and kerbing 
renovations

41 41,42 -28.08708087 153.4489781 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 12 4 60 Suppressed by Fig and adjacent #42, 
canopy bias to south Suppressed by adjacent trees

42 41,42 -28.08707651 153.4489809 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 16 4.5 350
Phototropic to east, rubbing conflict with 
Ficus prop root, stem engulfed by strangler 
fig, monitor,

Strangler Fig likely to suppress 
tree growth

remove climbing asparagus fern, 
monitor rubbing injury

43 43 -28.08707353 153.4490598 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 12 4 210
native bees, stem lean to west, canopy 
thinning on southern side, overpruned, line 
trimmer damage around stem, 

mower damage, compaction mulch and protect from mowers

44 44,45 -28.08719576 153.4491512 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 13 5 180

inside fence, near hydrant, bitumen 
carpark, weeds and other adolescent 
trees, phototropic to west, good carpark 
shade, part of copse

close to utilities remove weeds and mulch root zone

45 45, 46 -28.08721727 153.4491697 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 9 2.5 60 inside fence, near hydrant, bitumen 
carpark, canopy suppressed

close to utilities, canopy 
suppressed by adjacent trees remove weeds and mulch root zone

46 45, 46 -28.08721869 153.4491819 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 13 3.5 100 inside fence, near hydrant, bitumen 
carpark, canopy thinning, part of copse close to utilities remove weeds and mulch root zone

47 47 -28.08716742 153.449211 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 3 80 Phototropic to south east, changed ground 
levels

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

48 48, 50 -28.08719694 153.4492175 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 4 105 Phototropic lean to south east, 40 mm dw compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

49 49,50 -28.08722499 153.4492122 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 3 95 growing in close association with Silky 
Oak, line trimmer damage, canopy thinning 

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

50 49, 50 -28.08722801 153.4492235 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 3 90 growing in close association with Silky 
Oak, line trimmer damage, canopy thinning 

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

51 51,52 -28.0872562 153.4492214 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 3 95
In group (51-55); strong lean to west, thin 
in canopy , minor dw over carpark 40mm, 
overpruned, stem scars

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

52 51,52 -28.08726099 153.449228 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 7.5 2.5 55 In group (51-55);canopy suppressed, 
phototropic to sw, canopy leans at 5 m

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

53 51,52 -28.08725867 153.4492382 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 4 120 In group (51-55); dominant tree canopy compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

54 51 -28.08726429 153.4492391 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 3 75
In group (51-55); strong lean to south se, 
canopy biased to se, minor dw over 
seating 15mm, line trimmer damage

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

55 51 -28.08725714 153.4492484 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 13 3 95
In group (51-55); lean to east over road, 
lowest laterals dead 80 mm dw, line 
trimmer damage

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

56 53,54,55 -28.08736022 153.4492253 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 9 4 80 lean to building, exposed roots, mulch area 
around and under tree

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower
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Tree # other 
Tag # Photo Northings Eastings GENUS/SPECIES COMMON NAME Height 

(m)  

Radial 
Canopy 

(m)

Stem 
DBH 
(mm)

CBH (cm) Comments Growth constraints Risk 
level

Management

57 53,54,55 -28.0873866 153.4492178 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 7 1.5 45 line trimmer damage,  mulch area around 
and under tree

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

58 53,54,55 -28.08738389 153.449242 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 9 1.5 60
thin in canopy, chlorotic, line trimmer 
damage,  mulch area around and under 
tree

compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

59 53,54,55 -28.0874134 153.449253 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 8 3 75 shade to seating, bias to ne. compacted root zone and 
exposed roots

Provide mulch around root zone, 
protect from mower

60 56,57,58,
59,60 -28.08683707 153.4486777 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 14 6.5 320

Surrounded by timber platform and 
seating; previous limb failure /storm 
damage on north east (torn lateral), end 
hollowing; overpruned; Ficus growing in 
stem junction, exposed roots in grass area. 
Possibly oldest tree on site. 

 platform and seating, rubbing 
and constricting in sections on 
north, south and west, compacted 
root zone

Remove ficus from stem, remove 
constricting timer decking/seating. 
Tree needs root protection/mulch. 

61 61,62,63, 
71 -28.08562669 153.4469262 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 11 4 130 damage to canopy on nw side, cracks in 

bark, initial hollowing dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

62 62,63,64,
71 -28.08560882 153.4469005 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 9.5 3 90 reduced canopy biased to south west dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

63 64,65, 71 -28.08556652 153.4468734 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 11 2.5 90 upright with canopy bias to south west, 
lower canopy dead dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

64 65,66,67, 
71 -28.08556111 153.4468462 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 11 2.5 100 canopy thinning dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

65 66,67,68, 
71 -28.08555687 153.4468187 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 11 2.5 75 photo to nw suppressed on western side dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

66 66,67,68, 
71 -28.08557252 153.4468152 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 11 3.5 50, 75, 80

tristemmed, smallest suppressed with 
large scar and leaning; canopy one stem 
leaning towards neighbouring boundary to 
north

dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

67 67,69,71 -28.0855486 153.4468001 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 6.5 4 75 heavily suppressed stem leaning at 4 
metre height geodorum orchid at base dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

68 67,69,71 -28.08554412 153.4467684 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 10 3 85 sparse canopy primary lateral dead dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

69 67, 71 -28.0855682 153.4467651 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 10 3 80
hollow in stem at 3 metres, top of lateral 
dead bark, secondary leader healthy, main 
leader decllining, canopy biased to south

dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

70 70, 71 -28.08554492 153.4467506 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 10 3 105 dense mulch around base of trees  clear mulch back from lower stems

71 72,73 Callitris columellaris White Cypress Pine 15 4.5 Adjacent to southern boundary near tennis 
court, heavily pruned

close to boundary and neighbours 
tennis court

mulch root zone, protect from mower 
damage



Callitris trees (and Geodorum orchids) at Burleigh Heads State School   
March 2021  

Tony O’Malley  

  

Callitris generally  

Callitris columellaris is a native conifer tree species commonly called Coastal Cypress Pine. It primarily 
grows on well-drained deep coastal sands.   

Where a number of Callitris trees are present and form a forest, it is typically referred to as Coastal 
Cypress Pine Forest. Other plant species in natural Callitris forest may include certain eucalypt, banksia, 
wattle and rainforest species. It may also contain a rich orchid flora. Callitris trees often host staghorns, 
elkhorns and lichen.  

In NSW, Coastal Cypress Pine Forest is listed as an endangered ecological community. In South East 
Queensland, Coastal Cypress Pine Forest is lumped in with other vegetation on coastal sands and is 
called “Regional Ecosystem 12.2.5: Corymbia intermedia +/- Lophostemon confertus +/- Banksia spp. +/- 
Callitris columellaris open forest on beach ridges usually in southern half of bioregion”. It has a “least 
concern” Vegetation Management Act status and an “of concern” Biodiversity status and is noted as 
“vulnerable south of Noosa”, i.e. on the Gold Coast.  

  

Local Indigenous and contemporary uses of Callitris  

Petrie gives the Aboriginal name of Callitris as ‘Burogari’.  The language is unidentified, however it could 
be assumed that it was recorded by Petrie in Brisbane from his Turrbal informants (Young 2019).  

According to King and Crosby (2004), the Kabi or Gubbi Gubbi people of the Sunshine Coast area called 
Callitris “kululu” (pronounced “koolooloo”) or “kululoi” or “coolooli”. The Yugumbir (Gold Coast) word is 
not known but it may have been a similar word, since it was a common species throughout much of 
coastal and Southern Queensland. The Minjungbal (Tweed Valley) people used Callitris for weapons and 
torches. The gum/resin was used as an adhesive/glue. Meston recorded Aborigines using Callitris roots 
for boomerangs.  

King and Crosby (2004) say that Callitris bark was used by Fraser Island Aborigines for torches and was a 
favoured firewood. The wood produces a pleasant aromatic smoke which may have also been effective 
against mosquitoes. Callitris bark strips were probably used medically by Fraser Island Aborigines as 
firebrands to treat medical conditions.   

Other recorded uses by Aboriginal people from the region include timber lit as a torch for night spear 
fishing; strong straight timber used for spear-making; and leaves and twigs used for colds and skin 
irritations.   



Today, Callitris is commercially harvested for timber in parts of Australia. Natural substances in the wood 
(resin, guajol and callitrol) give the timber exceptional resistance to decay and termites. Applications 
include flooring, panelling, cladding, joinery, frameworks, posts, small poles, and beehive construction.   

Callitris are attractive, structurally stable, slow-growing, long-lived trees suitable to retain in situ as 
landscaping specimens when surrounding land is developed. For ecological and plant health reasons, it is 
always preferable to retain a forest structure and composition, rather than just individual trees.  

  

Callitris on the Gold Coast   

Callitris columellaris is listed as a City-wide significance (CWS) species on the City of Gold Coast Flora and 
Fauna Database and is featured in Council’s City-wide Significant Plants of the Gold Coast brochure. 
Citywide significance is a formal criterion allowing for the recognition of regionally significant plants 
whose presence in the city contribute to the region being a national biodiversity hotspot.  

At the Gold Coast, small patches of Callitris forest survive in the following areas: Burleigh Heads State 
School, Jebbribillum Bora, Merrimac/Mermaid Waters, Southport, Pine Ridge and Coombabah. The only 
large Gold Coast patch is on South Stradbroke Island. Burleigh Heads State School supports the largest 
remaining patch on the Gold Coast mainland. In Queensland, there is no Callitris south of Burleigh Heads  
anymore. A mature Callitris patch on private land at Burleigh Heads near the Gold Coast 
Highway/Second Avenue intersection was cut down for development in 2016.  

  

History of Callitris at Burleigh School  

In 1934 the current school site was purchased and described as “a site of sandy loam and cypress trees 
for shade” (Burleigh Heads State School Parents’ & Citizens’ Association, p31). A South Coast Bulletin 
article in 1935 said “An outstanding feature of the new school premises is the beautiful site on which it 
is being built. Surrounded by densely foliaged pine trees, which nature has planted and spaced to afford 
shade to all and sundry and with the sandy nature of the ground, the health of the children will not be 
endangered by the presence of stagnant water” (Burleigh Heads State School Parents’ & Citizens’ 
Association, p32).  Young (2019) refers to 1935-1936 articles describing the Burleigh Heads State School 
site as hosting shapely and shady pine trees which contribute to its charming surrounds, with coloured 
lights festooned among the cypress pines for the first anniversary celebrations ‘converting the grounds 
into a brilliant spectacle.’ These quotes provide evidence that the Callitris trees (“cypress” and “pines”) 
were large a century ago and have long been considered a valuable asset to the school and students.   



  
Image: Burleigh School 1954 with Callitris on right & background (Have you seen the old Gold Coast 
Facebook)  

  

  
Image: Burleigh School 1960 with Callitris (Alamy stock photo)  

  

  
Image: Dark vegetation in bottom centre is Callitris at School circa 1970s.  



  

  
Image: Dark vegetation to the left of red building in middle distance is Callitris at School circa 1980s.  

  

  
Image: Eastern section of Callitris forest in January 2016: Looking west from highway.  

  

Indigenous significance of Burleigh School  

Just south of the school is Jellurgal (Burleigh Head). Jellurgal has always been a central feature in the 
lifestyle of the Kombumerri people and was formed a long, long time ago when Jabreen the giant 
Creation Spirit stretched as he awoke (O’Connor 1997). Just north of the school is Jebbribillum (Little 
Burleigh) which was formed when Jabreen raised up his fighting club. Jebbribillum Bora is nearby on the 
highway. Jebbribillum Bora is a men’s site. The second ring of this Bora ground was near the Burleigh 
State Primary School (O’Connor p 22). The Bora at the school was possibly the big Bora ring where 
everybody (men and women) could go. It is notable that Callitris still exist at both Jebbribillum Bora and 
the School. 

  



Today  

The School site is an important chance to conserve Callitris on the Gold Coast, because of the healthy 
Callitris population on site and the relatively large school grounds. In recent years, the school has been 
working with local residents, Friends of Gold Coast Botanical Gardens, Veteran Trees Group Australia 
and City of Gold Coast to conserve remnant Callitris trees, allow some natural regeneration and plant 
some new ones. Each remnant tree is being measured (height and girth), mapped on GIS, and an 
assessment made of its condition. This information will be provided in a separate report to the School.  

  
Image: Measuring and mapping Callitris January 2021.  

In the south east corner of the school (which is also the Geodorum site as discussed later), Callitris 
seedlings are being permitted to naturally germinate from seed dropped from nearby mature trees. The 
SE corner is a mulched area where weeds and other unwanted plants are removed by community 
volunteers. These seedlings provide the next generation. Some seedlings have been professionally 
pricked out, potted up, grown on and subsequently planted by students in suitable approved locations 
elsewhere at the school.   

  
Image: South-east corner of school grounds with Callitris seedlings and Geodorum orchids.  



  

 

Image: Grade Six Leaders planting Callitris at the school on Arbor Day 2020.  

Growing and planting seedlings from local stock (i.e. local provenance) conserves the local gene pool 
which is very important given there are very few Callitris left in the local area and it is a City-wide 
significance species.   

Four mature Callitris at the school host native bee hives.  

  

  
Image: Native bee hive in Callitris at School. These bees are possibly pollinating the native orchids.  

  



  

Native Geodorum orchids  

The SE corner of the school grounds supports a significant population of native Geodorum densiflorum 
orchids growing in the sandy soil beneath the Callitris trees. Callitris forest often has a rich orchid flora. 
Commonly known as Pink Nodding Orchid or Shepherds Crook Orchid, Geodorum can grow in a variety 
of conditions, although full sun or full shade are not ideal. Other Gold Coast sites where Geodorum have 
been recorded are Burleigh Ridge, Mudgeeraba, Molendinar, Darlington Range, Pine Ridge and 
Pimpama, where they mainly occur in Eucalypt forest. Just over the border in NSW, Geodorum 
densiflorum is listed as an endangered plant.  

The School’s Geodorum site is heavily mulched but this is not adversely affecting the orchids and helps 
to suppress weeds. Community volunteers help keep the site weed free so that the site never needs to 
be brush-cut. Herbicide should not be used near the orchids as it will kill them.  

The orchids are relatively small and do not have any above ground parts in drier colder months so are 
easy to overlook and inadvertently damage. Most of the orchids have an aluminium tag in the ground 
immediately adjacent to help locate them.  

Reproducing Geodorum is a highly specialised task. However they are capable of producing lots of 
offspring naturally if not disturbed and allowed to flower and set seed. Most of the seed will drop near 
the existing plants. Some of the orchids are flowering and producing seed, which makes it more likely 
the population will survive. Native bees are possibly pollinating the orchids.  

The presence of Geodorum amongst the Callitris adds greatly to the value of the Callitris.  

  
Image: Geodorum in School grounds with seed pods and no leaves.  

  



  
Image: Geodorum flowering in School grounds.  
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Heritage Research Request: Burleigh State School
– Callitris columellaris (Coastal cypress pine)

Prepared by Hayley Young, Senior Heritage Planner for Lara Solyma, Supervising Conservation 
Officer, on 16 May 2019 

Research Request: Identify the significance of the Coastal Cypress Pines (Callitris columellaris)

located at the Burleigh Heads State School and investigate whether the school grounds were the 
former site of a second bora ground (alt. bora ring, kippa ring) which may have been associated with 
the Jebbribillum Bora Ground via a pathway. 

Finding: Historical research confirms the existence of a remnant forest of Coastal Cypress Pines 

(Callitris columellaris) located at Burleigh Heads State School which predates the schools opening at 
that site in 1935. This investigation has not confirmed the existence and/or location of a second bora 
ground or its association with the site of the Burleigh Heads State School. Given the nature of bora 
rings being connected by a pathway, it is highly likely that a second bora ground existed that 
connected to the Jebbribillum Bora Ground. Further research is required and recommended 
resources are identified at the end of the report.

Callitris columellaris (Coastal cypress pine) at Burleigh Heads 

An 1874 article describes the southern coast to the Tweed as one of the ‘few places where such fine 
tall trees can be seen, and few places where there are such valuable trees untouched. The fertile soil, 
the large red cedars (Cedrela toon), the tall Moreton Bay pines, the gigantic fig trees, the bungalow 
palm (named by the blacks Pickabin), the cycas and cabbage palms, the beautiful creepers, the fern 
trees, and other beautiful ferns, particularly attract the notice of the traveller.’  Coastal Cypress Pines 1

(Callitris columellaris) are not mentioned in this article whereas Moreton Bay Pines (Araucaria 
cunninghamii) feature.

 ‘Along the Southern Coast to the Tweed’, the Clarence and Richmond Examiner and New England Advertiser, 13 October 1

1874 p 2.
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The 1878 publication Handbook of the colony, with catalogue of exhibits, includes a description of the 
Callitris columellaris (Cypress Pine) in Queensland.2

An 1879 article however refers to the Cypress Pines, documenting that ‘Queensland abounds in trees 
of the hardwood and ornamental species, which are of great value for decorative purposes, but the 
supply of timber suitable for building purposes appears to be much less abundant, except in the 
interior and in a few favoured parts of the settled districts’.  The article continues; listing the Moreton 3

Bay pine and the Kawrie pine as in great demand in Queensland and commanding high prices. The 
Cypress pines – Callitris Columellaris – also grown in considerable abundance near the coast, yields 
a very sound and durable timber.  

In Petrie’s ‘List of places, names, plants and trees’, he identifies the native name of the Cyprus pine 
(Callitris Columellaris) as ‘Burogari’.  The native names are referred to as a ‘few specimens of 4

Aboriginal vocabulary’ and the language is unidentified, however one can make the assumption that it 
was recorded by Petrie in Brisbane from his Turrbal informants.  

After the new site for the Burleigh Heads State School was selected in 1934, school ground 
improvements occurred the following year including clearing and lopping of the pine trees on specified 
positions of the new school site.  The species of pine trees is unspecified but given the current 5

identification of the coastal cypress pines on site it is suggestive that they are a remnant native 
population that predates 1935.

Exposition universelle de 1878 (Paris, France). 1878 Handbook of the colony, with catalogue of exhibits, London.2

‘Queensland’, The Logan Witness,  4 October 1879, p 33

Petrie, Constance Campbell. 1904 Tom Petrie’s Reminiscences of early Queensland (Dating from 1837, Watson, Ferguson & 4

Co., Brisbane, p. 318.

‘Burleigh Heads School Ground Improvements’, the South Coast Bulletin, 14 June 1935, p 8.5
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Articles dated 1935-1936 describe the new site for the Burleigh Heads State School as hosting 
shapely and shady pine trees which contribute to its charming surrounds and for the first anniversary 
celebrations, coloured lights were festooned among the cypress pines, ‘converting the grounds into a 
brilliant spectacle.’ 6 7

The Callitris columellaris is a ‘local government area (LGA) significant’ species in the City of Gold 
Coast Flora and Fauna database.

Development of the Burleigh Heads State School

According to a 1917 article, an area of approximately nine acres was reserved at Burleigh for the 
purpose of a State School.  It is unclear why the 1917 reserve was not pursued as a school site but 8

by 1927 it was noted that local children were without a suitable school being schooled in the local 
hall.  Discussions around a suitable site for the Burleigh State School were explored between 9

Burleigh Township and Little Burleigh. However, in 1929 the debate was still active with 60 students 
schooled locally and 30 students conveyed by motor to the State School at Southport.10 11

A 1927 sepia photograph identifies trees and a water source at the site of the Burleigh State School.12

The back of the photograph reads a caption, ’11 Panel of fencing in…from Owen’s house to corner 
post from corner post Southport…over 1 mile. New site for Burleigh Heads S. School photo taken 
from main road April 18th/27.’ It may be possible to identify the trees photographed in 1927 and those 
to the right of the image, appear to be mature trees. 

‘Charming School Grounds’, the South Coast Bulletin, 30 August 1935, p 4.6

 ‘District News Burleigh Heads State School Anniversary’, the Border Star, 4 September 1936, p 4.7

‘Burleigh School Reserves’, the Telegraph, 18 January 1917, p 2.8

‘Burleigh State School’, the Brisbane Courier, 4 January 1927, p 12.9

‘Education at Burleigh Heads State School Wanted’, The South Coast Bulletin, 31 May 1929, p 15.10

‘Burleigh’, The Brisbane Courier, 8 July 1929, p 3.11

Sepia photograph (1927) of new site of Burleigh Heads State School taken 18 April 1927, Administration File Burleigh Heads 12

No. 1568 State School 1917-1946 QSA Item ID 14041
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Figure 1: Sepia photograph dated 1927 of trees and body of water at the site of the Burleigh Heads 

State School and caption on reserve of photograph (Administration File Burleigh Heads No. 1568 

State School 1917-1946 QSA Item ID 14041). 
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In 1930, the headmaster of the Burleigh Heads State School asked for August 22nd to be set aside as 
‘Arbor Day’ for the school.  At the time, he had permission of the Department of Public Instruction 13

and suitable trees for planting but the species of trees was unspecified. 

In 1933, three sites were considered for the Burleigh State School belonging to W. Morris, Dunlop and 
Symonds Bros., respectfully. Morris’ site was previously cancelled by the department for Public 
Instruction however a small portion of his land for use as a playground was deemed necessary to 
make the adjacent Dunlop site viable for the school’s needs.  A year later, the controversy regarding 14

a new site for the Burleigh Heads State School was ongoing and members of the School Committee 
expressed that they had practically exhausted the supply of suitable sites.15

In 1934, the Minister requested that the site known as Dunlop’s be purchased for the erection of a 
state school and that negotiation occur with the hope that a final decision would end the matter which 
had plagued the Department since 1923.  On 20th July 1934, the children of the Burleigh Heads 16

State School were informed that the Department of Public Instruction had given approval for the 
purchase of two acres of land for a new school.  It was noted that in 1934, on average, 95 pupils 17

attended the school which for eight years, since 1926, had been held in a church building.

Burleigh Bora Ground 

In 1913, discussions occurred around the question of reserving an area of ground between Burleigh 
and Little Burleigh, as it contained an old kipper ring, ‘where the aboriginals in the early days carried 
out their mysterious initiations.’  By 1932, the Burleigh Heads Progress Society decided to erect a 18

signboard setting out the history of the bora ring to provide interpretation to the ancient site.19

Between 1913 and 1932, no mention is made of the existence of a second bora ring. Further research 
is required to progress this enquiry, particularly an assessment of early aerial photographs and the 
recommended resources listed below in conjunction with consultation with traditional owners of the 
Gold Coast. 

‘Arbor Day at Burleigh’, The Border Star, 3 July 1930, p 1.13

‘Burleigh State School Visit of Minister Site Undecided’, The South Coast Bulletin, 3 February 1933, p 1.14

‘Southport’, Queensland Times, 27 March 1934, p 3.15

‘Burleigh Heads State School’, the Daily Standard, 11 May 1934, p 2.16

‘Approval Given Erection of State School at Burleigh’, The Telegraph, 20 July 1934, p 15. 17

 ‘Burleigh Heads - cutting down the big hill - a kipper ring’, The Brisbane Courier, 5 September 1913 p 8, ‘Bora ground near 18

Burleigh Heads’, The Courier Mail, 16 October 1913, p. 6.

 ‘Abo Bora Ring – a link with the past’, The Border Star, 23 June 1932, p. 2.19

iSPOT:#73469100 v1 Page  of 5 7



Reference List 

TROVE – online newspaper articles 

The Border Star
The Brisbane Courier
The Clarence and Richmond Examiner and New England Advertiser 
The Courier Mail 
The Logan Witness 
The South Coast Bulletin 
The Telegraph 

Queensland State Archives 

Administration File Burleigh Heads No. 1568 State School 1917-1946 QSA Item ID 14041

Recommended Resources 

Fryer Library – UQFL5 Frederick Walter Robinson Collection – Box 8 401

“Bora rings”, papers and addresses relating to their preservation [1 folder]; Samford Bora 
Ring; Report and suggestions on the restoration of the Aboriginal Bora Ring Reserve, on the 
pacific highway, North Burleigh, Gold Coast, Queensland and its adaptation as a community 
centre for all Australians, May-July, 1959; Memorandum, on the preservation of the Aboriginal 
Bora Ring on the Pacific Highway, Burleigh Heads, South Coast Queensland, and its 
adaptation to an Australian Tree Theatre; Report on the location and preservation of 
Aboriginal relics and survivals in Queensland, especially ceremonial Bora Rings; Essential 
points for the restoration and preservation of Bora Rings; Extract from the Courier Mail, 27 
Nov 1942, [regarding the protection of the Nudgee Bora Ground]; Photographs of Burleigh 
Bora Ring, Jan 28 1962; Photographs of Burleigh ring, 1935, Burleigh ring 1955 and 1960, 
Keperra ring [destroyed] 1959, Samford ring, nd 

Fryer Library – UQFL5 Frederick Walter Robinson Collection – Box 34 Folder 2 35mm 
slides: Burleigh Heads/Gold Coast Area

6.1 Bora Ring Miami, Sixth Avenue, Southeast Queensland, as restored after sandmining. 
3Showing R S Hut, Timber and [?] 
6.2 No caption [Burleigh Bora Ring? people gathered around Bora ring, person sitting on a 
rock arrangement?] 
6.3 Burleigh Bora [people with guitar, singing?] 
6.4 No caption [Burleigh Bora ring, wooden gateway entrance to Bora Ring] 
6.5 No caption [Burleigh Bora ring, Aboriginal dances, [rock arrangement?] left hand side of 
ring]
6.6 No caption [Burleigh Bora ring, Aboriginal dances, [rock arrangement?] right hand side of 
ring]
6.7 No caption [Entrance to Burleigh Bora ring?] 
6.8 No caption [Unveiling of sign at Burleigh Bora Ring ‘ Burleigh Bora Ring, Let us protect it’] 
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6.9 No caption [Unveiling of sign at Burleigh Bora Ring ‘ Burleigh Bora Ring, Let us protect it’] 
6.10 No caption [Unveiling of sign at Burleigh Bora Ring ‘ Burleigh Bora Ring, Let us protect 
it’]
6.11 Aboriginal Bora Ring [Stone Bora Ring, location unknown] 
6.12 Aboriginal Bora Ring, [Stone Bora Ring, location unknown] 

Fryer Library – UQFL5 Frederick Walter Robinson Collection – Box 34 Folder 3 Glass 
slides and negatives: Aboriginal Bora Rings

2.20 ‘Burleigh, South Coast, Bora “Take Off”’ 
2.34 ‘Bora Ring, restoration project’ ‘Sketch of Bora ground planted and fenced for 
preservation as a national monument’ [source unknown] 
2.35 ‘Proposed inscription for Bora Rings’ 

SLQ John Oxley Library – OMFR Anthropological Society of Queensland Records 
1845-1982
Series 4 Box 2880 

The material includes notes on locations of bora rings, the rings at Lowood and Cowah, 
extracts from correspondence (August 1948 - February 1949), railway map of south-east 
Queensland, correspondence, 9-14 March 1940, relating to the location of the bora rings. 

SLQ – Helen Thorne (1992) Burleigh Heads State School 1917-1992 – Level 4 open 
access Q994.32 BUR
SLQ – Souvenir of Golden Jubilee of Burleigh Heads State School 1917-1967 – Level 4 
Request VF 994.32 SOU 

SLQ – Frederick Walter Robinson (197?) Essential points for the restoration and 
preservation of bora rings – Level 4 Request P306.0899915 ESS 

AIATSIS – Tribal Flashback: Bora rings on Gold Coast and Tweed Preserved for all 
Time (S 25.2/2) in Dawn (1962) V II, no 8, p. 10 

AIATSIS – McCarthy, F.D. (1970) Aboriginal antiquities in Australia: their nature and 
preservation (B N123.45/A2) Presents a selection of papers given at the Conference on 
Prehistoric Monuments and Antiquities, Canberra, May 1968 

(a) Colliver, F.S. A survey of monuments and antiquities in Queensland 

Gold Coast Libraries – Jon Rhodes (1947) Cage of Ghosts 

QSA – ID 2976900 Aerial photographs or bora ring sites (1985) 

QSA early survey maps Burleigh which may show Coastal Cypress Pines 

ID 621792 Map of Town of Burleigh (1913) 
ID 533982 Map Moreton District Sheet 16S (1922) 
ID 1381148 Burleigh Historical Cadastral Plans (1927) 
ID 2220245 Map North Burleigh 1932 (sheet 1) 
ID 2220246 Map of North Burleigh 1932 (Sheet 2) 
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